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On behalf of the organisers, it is my privilege to welcome everyone here to this very 
important conference, a conference through which we seek to realize the tremendous 
opportunities in oil palm biomass not just in Sabah, but the whole of Malaysia.  

This conference has been a consistent feature in the Palmex programme since the first 
Palmex five years ago. It is in a way representative of our steadfastness in the belief 
that oil palm biomass is seriously big business. Today, in conjunction with this 
conference, I personally am very happy to see the fruits of years of effort in the form of 
the Lahad Datu Biomass JV Cluster Berhad. 

This is not just another company. This is the coming together of industry players and the 
crystallization of many ideas and concepts. This will mark the beginning of the 
transformation of the biomass scene in Sabah from a fragmented, disorganized and 
speculative one to a game changer. I shall leave the details to Yang Berhormat Datuk 
Raymond Tan, our Deputy Chief Minister as well as Minister of Industrial Development 
who will launch the JV Cluster Berhad later. 

Ladies and gentlemen, POIC Sabah Sdn Bhd is tasked with developing oil palm 
downstream value-adding industries. The realization of the biomass JV cluster is 
especially meaningful when viewed from the perspective of leadership and multi-party 
co-operation. From the very beginning of our search for a formula to gather biomass 
from different places spread all over Sabah, we have had the support of the State 
government under the leadership of Chief Minister Datuk Musa Haji Aman. We also had 
the support of YB Datuk Raymond Tan who, when he was our chairman, prodded us to 
pursue biomass. 

The biomass JV cluster would not have materialized if not for the support and 
cooperation of the Department of Industrial Development & Research, and its director 
Mr Patrick Tan. And, through Agensi Inovasi Malaysia, we had access to information on 
global biomass scene and biomass product market. We were constantly assured that 
there is a global demand. What we needed to do was to make sure that the biomass is 
available in quantity and over a long term. AIM did not just talked about hope. It went 
down onto the field, selling the idea to mill owners. We are truly grateful and we would 
like to record our appreciation for all AIM and DIDR have done. 

The biomass JV cluster is, like I said earlier, the beginning. The journey to realizing the 
multi-billion business potentials in biomass will continue to require the support of leader 
and policy makers, and of course the participation of the owners of the biomass. In this 



context, we are happy to have members of the Malaysia Palm Oil Association Sabah 
Branch, the East Malaysia Planters Association and the Incorporated Society of 
Planters in our midst. Some of their members also contributed in the organizing of this 
conference. Thank you very much. 

MPOA, EMPA and ISP are associations synonymous to the plantation industry in 
Sabah. We welcome you aboard and we look forward to your input so that we can work 
together to take the oil palm industry in Sabah to another level of profit and expansion. 

Once again I thank you for your participation and I hope you will have a fruitful 
conference. 

Thank you. 

 

 

 


